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at the time of their father's death, Cosimo, the eldest, being
nineteen, and Claudia, the youngest, only five years old.

The last six months of Ferdinand's life weie chiefly occu-
pied with arrangements for the marriage of his eldest son.
Ferdinand arranged that he should be married to the Arch-
duchess Maria Maddalena, daughter of the Archduke Charles
of Austria. It was a very exalted marriage, Maria Madda-
lena's sister Margaret being already married to Philip III
of Spain, while her brother Ferdinand soon afterwards be-
came the Emperor Ferdinand II. The Archduchess came to
Florence, and she and Cosimo were married in San Lorenzo
in June 1608 with most magnificent ceremonies. On her
arrival part of the walls of Floience were thrown down and
a new gateway opened in them for her to enter at; and on
entering she received the crown of Tuscany from Ferdinand
himself, while "the city blazed with magnificence."

This auspicious event closed Ferdinand's life; he died on
the 7th February 1609 at the age of sixty, leaving the affaiis
of the family in a most prosperous condition, his eldest son
just married to the sister of one soon to be the Emperoi,
seven other children growing up, and an enormous treasure
safely stored in the fortress of the Belvedere. He was buried
with all the pomp which Florence learned to associate with
the funeral of its Grand Duke, being interred in the New
Sacristy of San Lorenzo pending the completion of the
mausoleum which he had inaugurated, and to which his re-
mains were eventually removed 20 In the crypt of that mau-
soleum there has recently been placed an interesting
memorial of his principal achievement. On the 3rd March
1906, being the tercentenary of the founding of Leghorn,
the Antiquarian Society of that city visited the mausoleum,
and after an impressive oration by the President of the
Society conveying the gratitude which Leghorn felt to the
energy and ability of its founder, Ferdinand I? hung a hand-
some bronze wreath on the wall over his tombstone in-